
  RIVER RIDGE RANCH 

Community Newsletter  • Summer 2026 
For the Good of the Many, with Respect for the Individual 

Feedback always welcome 
River Ridge Ranch  •  Killeen / Bell County, Texas 

Hello, Neighbors! This is your newsletter — full of things that matter to life here at RRR. We hope you find it useful. 

A Note from Your Board — Working Together 

Your board has been active on several fronts lately — tending to common areas, 
refreshing the website, continuing our review of the governing documents, carefully 
stewarding reserves, and staying aware of developments beyond our gates. We’re 
moving forward at a steady, thoughtful pace while listening closely and connecting with 
more of our neighbors. 
 

Thank you for the input and patience many of you have already shared. This is your 
community, and we want decisions that work well for everyone in real, everyday life. 
Got ideas, questions or concerns? Reach out anytime.  

 

Our annual meeting will be held at 10:00 am, January 30, 2027 at the First United Methodist Church on Elms Rd in Killeen. 

 

Help us find a Party Barn  

We’re on the lookout for a new spot to host our fall community potluck. For many years, Cliff and Nancy have generously let us use 
their barn, and we’re going to miss them dearly as they move. Thank you both for the wonderful gatherings you’ve hosted. 

If you have a covered space — barn, pavilion, workshop, or similar — that could comfortably work for up to 50 people, we’d love to 
hear from you. We’re happy to handle the cleanup and setup with tables and chairs. Volunteers to help organize would also be 
much appreciated. 

 

Your RRR Dollars at Work — Reserves Snapshot 

Our reserves funds are currently in a stable position, with a portion now held in 
higher-yield CDs as part of careful, long-term management. The board recently 
reviewed needs for roads, the park, and the entrance. There haven’t been any 
dramatic shifts — just steady planning aimed at avoiding big surprises for all of 
us. If you have questions about how funds are used or prioritized, please ask. 
Open conversations help us all stay informed and aligned.  

Operations Reserves 

$44,039 $237,684 

All figures as of.. ….5/31/2026 

YTD Actual YTD Budget 

$7,918 $10,337 
 

 

Volunteer Spotlight — Gate, Trails, Park 
& Entrance Teams 

Huge thanks to everyone already helping with gate 
coverage, entrance beautification and trail upkeep! 
You are the quiet heroes keeping RRR the peaceful, 
beautiful place we all love. 

We’re forming a no-pressure volunteer group for 
ongoing support in our common areas. No 
experience needed — just willing hearts and some 
landscape tools. Simply chat with any board member. 
Every little bit helps, and it’s a great way to meet 
neighbors. 

Safety Smiles — Roads, Animals & Neighborly Driving 

Gentle reminder: Our roads are for enjoying the view, the wildlife, and 
getting home safely — not for NASCAR tryouts. 

A little slower keeps everyone safer: kids, walkers, horses, deer, and yes, 
your fellow drivers. Deer has informal right-of-way privileges here, and they 
know it. 

We have new larger and reflective speed signs! The speed limit has 
also been standardized to 35 mph (20 mph around turns). Also, a new 
sign to remind drivers to stay to the right of the tree planters near our 
entrance for safety.  

We’re all in this rural slice of paradise together. Thanks for keeping it 

peaceful and friendly. 

 

Gate Emergency Contacts — Just in Case…. 

Even the best gates can have an occasional off day. If the entrance gate ever decides it’s not in the 
mood to open, we’ve included a separate cut-out sheet with the phone numbers for our four Gate 
Team members. 

Print the sheet, cut out the cards, and keep one in each vehicle’s glovebox. While you’re at it, add the 
numbers to your phone contacts too. It only takes a minute now and could save a lot of frustration later. 

We hope you never need it — but we’d rather have you prepared than stuck at the gate negotiating 
with technology. 



 

Feedback always welcome 
River Ridge Ranch  •  Killeen / Bell County, Texas 

 

Page 2 — More Good Stuff… 

 

Garden Patch — Texas Tough Plants That Thrive Here 

Central Texas heat and drought are real, but our native plants are tougher than we are 
some days! Consider easy winners like yucca, salvia, cosmos, turk’s cap, standing cypress, 
vinca, cenizo, vitex and lantanas for color without constant fuss. 
 

They handle our Zone 8b/9a conditions well once established and help keep that rural, 
natural feel we all enjoy. Share your successes (or hilarious plant fails) with us — we can all 

learn from each other. What’s reliable bloomers for you? 

 

Pictured: Cenizo (Texas Sage) & Salvia 

 

New Faces & Friendly Waves — Welcome & Directory Notes 

Warm welcome to any new neighbors who’ve recently joined us! We’re glad you’re here and hope you feel at home quickly. 

           Quick note on the community directory: We want it to be helpful for connections, but we also respect privacy. If you’d prefer 
to opt out, update your info, or have questions about how it’s used, just let a board member know. No pressure, ever. We’re 
neighbors first. 

 

Docs Update — Modernizing for Clarity & Fairness 

The review of CC&Rs, Bylaws, and Rules is continuing to help better align them with current Texas law and make them clearer and 
more practical for daily life here at RRR. Thank you for your patience and for the thoughtful input many of you have already shared 
through the survey and town hall — it’s been genuinely helpful. 

The hope is to create fair, understandable guidelines that protect the rural character we all value, support safety, and work well for 
everyone. Your feedback has already influenced its direction, and we will keep moving through this process together.  

 

Park & Trails Tales — Your Outdoor Spaces 

We’re grateful for the volunteers who help keep our park and trails accessible and enjoyable. 
They remain some of the most loved parts of living at RRR and stay true to the peaceful rural 
character we all value. 

                                                          

If you have ideas for simple improvements — better signage, a favorite area that could use a little 
care, or anything else — we’d love to hear them. These spaces belong to everyone here. Let’s 
keep them welcoming for walking, horseback riding, or just sitting and enjoying the quiet. 

 

Quick Q&A  

Q: Where do I find RRRs Governing 
Documents? 

A: At the RRR website 
(www.riverridgeranch.org). Log in, select 
the Documents drop-down. Select 
‘Documents’ and from there you can 
select to view the ‘Covenants’, ‘Bylaws’, or 
‘Rules & Regulations’.   

Fun Facts 

Did You Know? Ding Dong, Texas was 
named in the early 1930s after a joke. Two 
guys named Zulis Bell and his nephew Bert 
Bell ran a country store. They hired a sign 
painter who painted two big bells on the sign 
(one labeled Zulis, one Bert) with “Ding Dong” 
underneath. The name stuck for the whole 
town 

Feedback 

We want this newsletter to be 
genuinely useful and a little enjoyable. 
What topics, questions, or even silly 
stories would you like to see in future 
editions? Your voice shapes this 
community — and this newsletter. 
Drop us a note or say hi at the next 
gathering. 

 

Thank you for being part of River Ridge Ranch. 

“We’re grateful to call this place home with you. Let’s keep working, laughing, and looking out for one another.”  

RRR Board: Susanne (susanne.m.fratzke@gmail.com), Kevin (kevinpare@gmail.com), Jerry (80mgbrown@gmail.com),  
Larry (larry_james@icloud.com), Tracy (tracyrick@outlook.com) 
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